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him in peril of the law.   An infantry officer, he had
displayed peculiar zest for the artillery, borrowing
its manuals and attending its exercises at his own
cost.   Several months were required for building a
case   strong   enough   to   submit   to   General   de
Boisdeffre.    On August 31  the Intelligence chief
made   a   staggering   discovery.     Two   letters   of
Esterhazy came into his possession.    Tests of the
handwriting proved that it was identical in every
respect with that of the bordereau.   Picquart sent for
the dossier, which, with unbelievable negligence, had
not been destroyed,  and  found  that it signified
exactly nothing.   The initial cc D,'* one of the most
banal   in   the   French   tongue,   might   point   to
thousands of men.    It followed with inescapable
certitude   that   Dreyfus   was   innocent.     Highly
alarmed, the authorities of the General Staff made
it their first care to pledge Picquart on his military
oath to say nothing, and beyond all not to com-
municate with Matthieu Dreyfus, brother of the
victim.   Almost immediately the Eclair> on Septem-
ber  14,  for the first time publicly disclosed the
existence of the dossier, and did not scruple to alter
its  key sentence  to read :    " This  animal  of a
Dreyfus  is  getting  troublesome/5    Knowing the
article to have been inspired by Colonel Henry,
Picquart protested to General Gonse.   " How does
it concern you,** thundered the latter, ** if this Jew
stays on DeviPs Island ? "   His subordinate replied :
<c I cannot bear such a secret to the grave.39   From
that instant he was marked for destruction.   With
fulsome flatteries he was sent on an inspection tour